To achieve lifelong well-being and productivity, children need supportive environments, particularly during the critical period from maternal conception through the early years of life. The health sector, as a first point of contact, can assume a major role in identifying those children and families that need enhanced and specialist services from other sectors and ensuring a smooth transition to and collaboration with other sectors [1]. However, as indicated by recent UNICEF assessments in the region, home visiting systems, unlike other components of the health care system, have been left relatively unattended and are inefficient and uninformed by evidence and best practices.
